
Frances Jane “Pat” Kessler
On Monday, November 19, 2018, Frances Jane 

“Pat” Kessler, loving wife and mother of three 
children, passed away at age 82. Pat was born on 
February 4, 1936 in Fresno, California to Clarinda 
and William Phillips. She received her BSN in 
nursing jointly from UC San Francisco and Berke-
ley in 1958 and was a practicing nurse specializing 
in public health newborn care for the County of 
Alameda for many years. On September 5, 1956 
she married John Berthold Kessler in Yosemite 
National Park. They raised one daughter Ellie, and 
two sons, Bill and Steve.

Pat was proceeded in death by her husband, John. She is survived by her three 
children and six grandchildren. A Celebration of Life will be held on April 13th at 
the home of longtime family friend, Barbara Conley. Parking is at El Nido Ranch 
Road just east of Charles Hill Rd exit. Donations in Pat’s name may be made to 
The Yosemite Conservancy or AAUW STEM program in Auburn CA https://
auburn ca.aauw.net/. Please contact Ellie Kessler Vierra for further information at 
916-591-8771 or ellievierra@gmail.com.


